To power float or not to
power float?

O




My horsey friends




Most adult horses have 36-40 teeth (they can have a
maximum of 44)

Mares usually do not have canines

Horses usually only have 2 wolf teeth (or less)

Horses have 24 deciduous or baby teeth
Incisors are used to pick up grass and other forage

Cheek teeth (premolars and molars) are designed to
grind up feed before it is swallowed

Horses can be aged by dentition using changes to the
INcisors



» We feed them diets including concentrates and hay

» Most of our horse’s current lifestyles
prevent them from
continuously grazing

» We ride and drive our horses

» We do not genetically select
for good mouths

Have you looked in the mouth of
a miniature horse?
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Horse’s teeth grow out constantly
They wear their teeth down by grazing & chewing

Their upper jaws (maxillae) are wider than their lower
jaws (mandibles) which allows for the development of
points

Other factors also contribute to the development of malocclusions

For many years, hand tools were the only option for
floating teeth (reducing the points on horse’s teeth)

In more recent years, motorized equipment has been
developed to float horse’s teeth and correct a variety of
malocclusions



What are the common signs of dental issues?

O

» Common signs of dental problems include:
Difficulty chewing
Weight loss
Dropping feed when eating
Showing resentment to the bit
Head tossing
Difficulty steering when riding
Foul odour from the mouth
Nasal discharge

.

Photo courtesy of Ashley Braun

» Waiting for these signs means your horse is already
experiencing discomfort!




» Brief physical exam
» Sedation

» Placement of the mouth
speculum & rinsing the
mouth

» Hoisting the head up
» Complete oral exam
» Power floating

Photo courtesy of Dr. Elfriede Rosskopf



What is involved in the oral exam?

» Here’s what we look for:
o Lateral excursion
o Bite
o Soft tissue damage
o Incisor and molar table angles
o Alignment of the incisors
o Caps, wolf teeth
o Missing teeth or fractured teeth
o Abnormalities of the cheek teeth
~ Hooks, ramps, points
~ Wave mouth
« Periodontal pockets, diastema S, by
» Looking in a horse’s mouth with a hght does not constltute a
good oral exam!
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What are the disadvantages of power floating?

O
» Cost S

More expensive than hand floating, but worth the

expense!

» Sedation is required
Many owners don’t like to see their horses sedated
Withdrawal times for show clients

» Damage caused by inexperienced users
Removal of too much tooth, bad corrections, thermal injury




Sedation
Facilitates the process!

Use of the speculum allows better visualization of the
horse’s mouth
A proper exam cannot be performed without a speculum

Less labour-intensive for the veterinarian
More precise than hand floating

There are many dental malocclusions that cannot be
corrected with hand floats!

Hand floating can really only be used for horses with small
enamel points



O

THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS
CONTAIN DISTURBING
CONTENT. VIEWER
DISCRETION IS ADVISED.
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A job well done!




Do you see anything
wrong with this picture?

Thank you!

Are there any questions?




